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 Since November,  the Churchills 

have welcomed volunteers to LaGonave Is-

land from Nova Scotia, Canada, South 

Carolina, Long Island, NY, Pennsylvania, 

Missouri, Michigan and Florida.  They all 

come with a servant’s heart, ready to 

share their talents and training to 

strengthen the Christian outreach 

through WISH.   

 Dr. Bill Sasser, from South Caro-

lina, has been taking dental teams to 

LaGonave since 2000 through his organi-

zation, Dental Community Fellowship.  Stu-

dent dentists,  

licensed dentists, and 

dental auxiliaries 

work alongside global 

partners, providing 

much needed dental 

treatment for people 

without access to 

dental care, an out-

reach serving many 

other countries.  In 

N o v emb e r ,  t h e 

Churchills hosted the 

team of 3 dentists, 5 dental students and 

a dental assistant.  The team relates that 

in almost five full days they were able to 

provide care to over 500 patients, some 

traveling as far as two days alone by foot 

from the mountains.  They also saw chil-

dren from Compassion International, pro-

viding emergency extractions and hygiene 

care and instruction.  Two students on the 

team even had the opportunity to poten-

tially save a life as they donated blood to 

a hospital patient in distress due to an ec-

topic pregnancy. 

 R e f l e c t i o n s 

from the team: 

“Although our team 

was physically, men-

tally and emotionally 

exhausted following 

each day in the 

clinic, every member 

gained invaluable in-

sight into the ability 

for small groups of 

people to enact great 

amounts of change, 
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while empowering our patients with a 

sense of value for their oral health, as 

almost every patient financed his or her 

own treatment. Partnerships like that es-

tablished between WISH and DCF help 

to provide an opportunity for tangible 

medical and cultural educational experi-

ences, simultaneously providing the op-

portunity to bear witness to the trials 

and sufferings of the world’s marginal-

ized and underserved.  Our team re-

turned safely to Charleston, having 

gained new friends, skills, and stories we 

will forever cherish.” 

Dr. Ellen Thrailkill and 3rd year dental student, 

Whitney Simons gained valuable insight and  

experience in the WISH clinic. 

 December brought WISH board member, 

Dave Kolb, and his wife Leona from Pennsyl-

vania.  The Kolbs assisted Beth and Robin Chur-

chill in hosting a Christmas party for the WISH 

staff.  Leona and Gaelle baked lots of cookies 

and arranged items 

to be given out, in-

cluding clothing, 

shoes, backpacks, 

suitcases, baby 

items and even a couple bicycles.  Everyone got a soc-

cer ball, boxes of Slim Jims and peanuts.  They also 

received a new flashlight with extra batteries.   

Dave accomplished multiple tasks for the mission in-

cluding repairs to the backhoe, boat trailer and ce-

ment mixer hitch.  He also worked on one of the generators.  John made plans for 

a return trip in February when he will introduce 

some of his close friends to his favorite place 

on earth while doing some electrical work for 

the new student nursing quarters. 

                ******************* 

 Dr. Greg Doroski and his team from Long 

Island, NY were the first to open the dental 

clinic in January.  Dr. Greg returns annually and 

uses our clinic while working with other mis-

sions on the island. 

Back row:Dede, Dr. Kidroske, Pastor Agnes, Dr. 

Doroski, Front,:Tara Kidroske and Gaelle. 
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 In early February, 

a pastoral training team 

from Quest E-Free 

church in St. Louis held 

the third session in the 

series for area pastors. 

The meetings utilized the 

library building with the 

recently completed tile 

floor on the lower level.  Members of 

this team also started building a new 

kitchen for the feeding program and a 

structurally secure dining area for the 

children with new walls, floor and roof!  

The trusses were even secured with 

hurricane straps. 

  There was a 

break in the water-

line due to a rock 

slide leaving the 

town without water 

for three days.  It 

took extra time for 

the spring to fill the 

reservoir with peo-

ple interrupting 

the flow before 

it could recover.   

 The chil-

dren could not  

be fed for two 

days because 

there was no 

water to cook 

the beans and 

rice.   The team was unable to finish 

the structure but they left funds for 

it to be completed.  WISH facilitates 

the feeding program which is funded 

independently by churches and indi-

viduals who designate their contribu-

tions for this outreach. 

 Dick Doan, former WISH field director for fourteen years, returned to 

the island with his wife, Cindy and board member, Fred Hoonhorst and his wife 

Gloria from Michigan.  It was a joyful reunion for Dick and his many island friends 

before he and Fred put on their work clothes and headed to the mainland where 

they are building an additional dock at the wharf.  Dick and Fred were instrumen-

tal in supervising the construction of the existing wharf several years ago.  Their 

expertise is invaluable to this project.  We are so grateful that they are able to 

team up again for this big project on the mainland side.  

 In an update from the island, Cindy Doan wrote, “Little did I 

know when I was being entertained by a wonderful WISH Board in 

April 2014 in St. Louis that the question presented to me by this 

jolly, full spirited gentleman, Fred Hoonhorst, would bring me back 
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to La Gonave! ‘We have to build this dock! We need Dick on that project! You’d let 

him go with me…. You can go too!’  God always has a plan.  So… here we are, Fred 

and Gloria Hoonhorst and Dick and I, trying our best to make a small difference on 

this impoverished island. Fred and Dick have begun the work on “the dock” and Glo-

ria and I … well we are helping where we can. 

  Gloria arrived with a suitcase of goodies – a special 

planned party for Gaëlle and her MK (missionary kids) 

friends, a flannel board and 

stories for a project in the new 

library to reach children here 

in Anse à Galets, and special 

needs items for women. I ar-

rived with curtains ready to go 

up in one of the WISH houses 

and curtains for the nursing lab 

in the new Wesleyan Nursing 

School. 

  Gaëlle and Peter had two special “Grandmas” this 

past week while Robin and Beth were able to get away 

for 2 days. We all can see how Robin and Beth work won-

derfully together to make this all work.”  

 Gloria and Cindy also did some gardening around 

the WISH yard.   

Gloria, Fred, Robin and Dick at 

the entrance to the library. 

These MK girls enjoyed a special 

day of pampering. 

 The LaGonave NGO Summit 

brought faith-based organizations 

together to share their ministry 

and find ways the groups can work 

together and learn from each 

other’s experience. Translators 

were present so both English and 

Creole speakers could participate. 

There were lots of compliments 

about the new venue in the WISH 

Library and Conference Center.  

We look forward to the possibili-

ties this facility offers to the com-

munity. 

LaGonave NGO Summit Conference Unifies Missions 

The Summit enjoyed the new venue for the 3rd year of the  

conference although we still have to complete electrical  


