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Beyond the Fence 

Churchillsinhaiti.com  Peter, Robin, Beth and Gaëlle 

 The Churchill family has spent the spring and summer months preparing for 
their move to LaGonave September 8.  Although Beth and Robin already have a back-
ground in French, they realize the importance of being able to communicate in Creole 
when they arrive in Haiti.  The Lord has provided for their needs by connecting them 
with a Haitian student who will be attending college in Canada.  What a blessing for 

them to be tutored in Creole and Haitian cul-
ture this summer while they complete ar-
rangements for the move.   
 In May, the Churchills were able to at-
tend a missionary retreat in Haiti to become 
acquainted with other missionary families cur-
rently serving in Haiti who could provide lead-
ership and encouragement for the challenges 
they will face. Beth shared that fourteen-
year old Peter, became fast friends with the 
other teens who welcomed him into their cir-
cle.  She said this was Gaëlle’s first time back 
in Haiti since she was evacuated after the 
earthquake in 2010. “We didn’t know how she 
would react but she embraced every moment.”  
We often hear that children are very resilient 
but it is difficult to imagine what this is like 
for Peter and Gaëlle, having adjusted to the 
culture and comforts of North America and 
then returning to their homeland of Haiti in a 
new family.  
 “We understand that in order for us 

to be effective, we have to be covered in prayer and have consistent financial 

partners for the next three years.”  Please partner with the Churchills to provide a 
strong foundation for their ministry. 

SUMMER 

2015 

The Churchills board the Wesleyana 

sailboat for the crossing to  

LaGonave during their visit in May. 
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 Board member, Dave Kolb, from 
Pennsylvania,  has been to LaGonave sev-
eral times after being introduced to 
WISH by Butch and Tricia Alexander, for-
mer WISH field directors.  A highlight of 
Dave’s trip in February was watching Butch 
reconnect with the WISH crew and 
friends from around the village after  a 
four year absence.  That trip also included 
John Tryon, who was making his forth visit 
to LaGonave. This was the first trip for 
John’s wife, Lea.   Protests on the mainland 
prevented the team from accomplishing 
some of the mechanical work they had 
planned for the mainland truck, but there 
is always an alternative plan.  Since John 
and Butch are both experienced mechan-
ics, their skills were put to good use with 
maintenance on the tractors and island 
pickup.  There is no shortage of tasks on 
the WISH to-do list but the team crossed 
off several during the week including new 
locks on the library and a motion light at 

the ice plant.   Following is a brief reflec-
tion from Butch Alexander upon his return.  
It is unfortunate that Butch lost his cam-
era and we do not have any photos to share 
from his trip.  Thank you once again, Butch, 
for your service to WISH!  

 Ephesians 3:20 “Now to 
him who is able to do immeas-
urably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within 

us.” That verse truly describes the amaz-
ing week that I spent at WISH on LaGo-
nave. It was the first time since 2011 that  
I was as able to return to some of God's 
hallowed ground on this incredible island 
and stay at the WISH house. I thank the 
Lord for the  emotional, mental, and 
heart healing that I experienced, renew-
ing relationships with WISH workers and 
families. My heart will always been there, 
and God willing, I will aid them in the fu-
ture. I also give my deepest gratitude to 
Dave Kolb and his team for making this 
trip happen.    ~Butch Alexander~ 

 Dave Kolb returned again in May, 
this time joined by his daughter, Teresa 
who has accompanied her father on previ-
ous missions.  Board members, Peter Fries 
and Fred Hoonhorst, along with Fred’s 
wife, Gloria, were also assets to the May 
trip.  At that time the Gieszler family re-
turned to Oregon, ending their service 
through Global Partners. Beth and Barry 
Gould stepped in to help during the interim 
period. They will return in September to 

 

WORK TEAMS ARE VITAL TO MISSION SERVICE 

Dave Kolb has fun with friends on the saline 
Continued on page 3 
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help the Churchills get settled. 
 Fred, a concrete contractor by 

trade, supervised the crew as they poured 
a concrete pad at the island airstrip where 
planes load and unload in front of the small 
terminal building.   MAF flight service 
helped to cover the cost of materials for 
this project.  The pilots are very thankful 
for all WISH does to maintain a safe air-
strip for the numerous flights each day.   
  Peter, a licensed physician’s assis-
tant, shared his training with the staff at 
the Wesleyan hospital and helped the 
Goulds formulate a plan for the WISH 

crew, under the supervision of Met Jean 
Claude and foreman, Jean Baptiste to man-
age the mission whenever a director is not 
on the island.  This is a protocol the WISH 
board has been working on to prepare Hai-
tians for supervisory positions.  
 Met Jean Claude and Jean Baptiste 
have been mentored by five WISH direc-
tors. They have already demonstrated  
their ability to manage project operations 
without a director on site by supervising 
the crew in repairing waterline breaks and 
maintaining ice plant services.  They also 
opened the dental clinic for a new dental 
team in July.   

(Work teams ~ Continued from page 2) 

Jean Claude supervises crew repairing a water fountain 

in the ravine that was blocked with tiny stones. 

Dave Kold and his daughter ,Teresa,  

inspect a rock retaining wall built to protect 

 the waterline in the ravine. 

Board member, Peter Fries, exhibits great form 
as he tosses the bean bags in Freemont. 

Freemont Michigan Hosts  
     Tournament and WISH Board Meeting 

         The Fremont Rotary Club hosted a Bean Bag 
Tournament August 8 with proceeds benefiting the 
WISH and Starfysh missions, who partner in humani-
tarian outreach to the people of LaGonave Island.  The 
event raised over $800, prompting plans for the next 
tournament in the spring of 2016.  
 Trinity Christian Reformed Church, 539 E. Pine 
St., Fremont, MI,  will host the fall board of directors’ 
meeting September 25 and 26 with a community dinner 
at 6 PM Saturday. This is a wonderful opportunity for 

everyone to meet our new director, Robin Churchill. 
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What Else Has God Planned? 

 I‘ve been going to Haiti since 2009. 
I have many memories from these trips. 
Some memories are good and some not so 
good.  
 In 2009 Trisha Alexander told the 
team half-dressed kids were very common 
on the Saline. And she was right. We had 
to choose the pictures we shared care-
fully. When the children would gather on 
the Saline, at least 1 child would be naked 
with a pot-belly and copper colored hair (a 
sure sign of malnutrition).  
 While walking on the Saline this 
last June, things were different: a good 
different. Copper colored hair was scarce 
and most children wore a shirt and shorts. 
The children will walk beside you and hold 
your hand and offer a big smile. A smile 
that says they won the lottery because 
you chose their hand and offered a smile.  
 Some of the memories in Haiti are 
not as pleasant. I have seen some people 
come and go. Some of the W.I.S.H. work-
ers by their own choice; others were let 
go; and yet others have passed away.  

 I remember in 2012, sitting in the 
W.I.S.H. guesthouse eating breakfast and 
listening to Kantov hum or sing as he 
cleaned the compound. He always had a 
smile as you passed by him. The next 
spring Kantov was no longer there.   
 On my first 2 trips to Haiti, Madam 
Geles was helping cook in the kitchen. 
Madam Geles and the other woman loved 
to sing as they cooked our meals. Madam 
Geles passed away very suddenly just 
weeks before one of my trips. This year 
as I was looking through my pictures from 
previous trips, I found a picture I had to 
share. 
 The first day of our trip the 
W.I.S.H. workers were having a meeting 
with some of the board members when my 
dad came to get me. I carried the picture 
out to where the men were meeting and 
gave the picture to Geles. He saw a pic-
ture of his late wife standing in the 
W.I.S.H. kitchen with the biggest smile on 
her face as she prepared our lunch. Geles 
passed the photo around for everyone to 
see. He looked like someone had handed 
him a priceless gift. Remarkably, that was 
the only copy of the photo. I haven’t been 
able to find another in all my pictures.  
 I have many memories from Haiti.  
I’ve had the privilege of seeing the new 
hospital and school of nursing.  I’ve helped 
paint in the library and build houses for 
some friends.  I look back and see some 
changes, but greater still, I look forward 
to seeing what else God has planned for 
our friends in Haiti.  

Teresa Kolb Remembers…. 
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 The WISH dental clinic opened over a two 
week period in early July for a visiting team from 
First Baptist Church of Charlotte, Florida.  The 
group of 18 came to assist missionaries Benis and 
Dominique Guerrier with In-
ternational Ministry of Hope 
located on the outskirts of 
Anse a Galets.  Enduring the 
tropical summer climate, the 
team split into four groups to  
serve projects in construc-
tion, education, medical and 
dental.  Teens worked in all 
areas to gain experience and 
cultural exposure with every-
one working together to com-
plete their construction pro-
ject on the final day.   
 The dental team, un-
der the direction of Dr. Phil 
and Joanne Potempa, treated 
more than 400 patients re-
quiring a variety of services.  
WISH supervisor, Met Jean 
Claude, has a son-in-law who is a dentist on the 
mainland.  Dr. George Franker has been out of 
school for six years and appreciated the opportu-

nity to work alongside Dr. Phil Potempa during 
their two weeks in the clinic.  
  The 80 children living at the Children’s 
Village received examinations along with 

toothbrushes, paste and dental 
hygiene instruction.  Ten of the 
children were brought back to 
the WISH clinic for additional 
treatment.  Joining Dr. Phil, 
Joanne, Mark, and Matt in the 
clinic were Sue Kennedy, and 
Paul Capen and Michael Po-
tempa who also worked on the 
construction crew.    
 The medical team of 
Dr. Michele Potempa, Ebony 
Graham, Sue Howell, Ashlee 
Libby and Lauren Couturier or-
ganized a medical clinic with a 
local doctor.  The pharmacy 
was run by Morgan Potempa 
and Leslie Cooper.   
 A teacher workshop 
was held by Jan Buhr and Am-

ber Libby with assistance from Joanne Potempa.  
Allen Libby, and Andrew Snyder kept the con-
struction site moving along with help from Paul and 

Michael who rotated with the dental team. 
 This team is just an example of the 
many opportunities to serve through missions 
while gaining experience and opening your 
heart to those in need.  If you talk to anyone 
who has served on a mission team, they will tell 
you that they received much more than they 
gave.   
 Our WISH supporters have made it 
possible for us to provide a quality dental fa-
cility to serve visiting teams who share their 
skills and mentor Haitians in Christian living.  
WISH assists many other missions on the is-
land in an ancillary capacity.  We are working 
together to improve conditions and build a 
community with a strong Christian foundation.  
  
 

Visiting Dental Team Thankful for WISH Dental Clinic 

Dr. Phil Potempa is assisted by Mark Cooper 

Matt Couturier holds the light for Dr. George Franker, a 

young Haitian dentist who improved his skills 

 while working in the WISH clinic. 

Reported by Joanne Potempa 
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• Library / Resource Center Programs             
and educational materials 

 

• Water System modifications 
 

• Solar Power 
 

• Expand Youth Council 
 

• Pastoral Training 
 

• Develop Micro-businesses 
 

• Gutter Plant to recover rainwater  
 

• Train Haitians in  Mission  Management 
 

• Expand WISH Mall 

• Water System with 40,000 gal. 

reservoir serving 15 public 

fountains. 

• Ice Plant  provides ice, puri-

fied water and employment. 

• Electricity to WISH and         

hospital missions, churches,      

library, police station, mall 

shops, welding shop, dental 

clinic, youth center. 

• WISH Mall accommodates 

more than 15 businesses   

supported by electricity. 

• 2900 ft. Airstrip  

• Dental Clinic 

• Library / Resource Center 

• Welding Shop 

• Soccer Stadium 

• Feeding Program 

• Youth Center 

• Agricultural development 

• Church / school construction 

• Employment opportunities 

Commun i t y  
Deve lopmen t  
P ro j ec ts  

Visions for the  
Future 

West Indies Self Help 
 Board of Directors 

 

Dale Holzhausen—President 
Alyn Smits—Vice President 
Bruce Roquet—Secretary 
Tom Larson—Treasurer 
Jane Howard—Newsletter 

Dick Doan 
Dave Kolb 
Bob Shelton 
Wayne Grace 
Bob Praechter 
Fred Hoonhorst 
Frank Illingworth 
Brian Henderson 
John Tryon 

Made Possible through  
Prayers, Donations, Volunteers and God’s Grace 


