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 Herb Boelens, our dear friend and WISH treasurer for more than thirty years, went 
to his eternal home on January 8.  Herb lived his life in faith as a devoted husband to his 
wife, Doris, for 64 years, loving father to his sons, David and Mark, and adoring grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather.  Herb was an active member of Second Christian Reformed 
Church in Grand Haven where he was involved in the Men’s Society, Bible study groups, 
and served as a Sunday school teacher.  He was past-president and secretary of the Grand 
Haven Gideons and a member of Gideons International.   
 Herb was one of the few WISH board members who served the mission with 
founder, Tony Wolf.  His professional skills in accounting were an asset to this organiza-
tion as we transitioned through several field directors and expanded project development.   
 Herb and Doris Boelens were our hosts for many Grand Haven board meetings, 
opening their guest room to travelers, providing refreshments for those long meetings, and 
welcoming us into their home for evenings of great fellowship. We will miss Herb’s gentle 
smile and warm friendship as we celebrate his passing into Glory. Memorial contributions 
may be given to WISH or Gideons International. 

Herbert E. Boelens 
December 19, 1922—January 8, 2014 

 This has been an exciting and hope-filled begin-
ning to another year for WISH on LaGonave Island.  Our 
field directors, Beth and Barry Gould, shared that the 
new year began with their Haitian friends and acquaint-
ances stopping by to say, Bon Ane, the Creyol greeting 
of Happy New Year.  “ The culture believes that the way 
a new year begins is a glimpse as to how the year will 
play out.  It is a good thing to start the year with a Gran 
Fet (celebration) and an upbeat attitude and to reconnect 
with all the people you know. “  Many work teams have 
brought their upbeat attitude to connect with the people 
of LaGonave.  There have been general work teams, a 
pastoral training team, and dental teams, all bringing 
their skills, gifts, and Christian spirit.  
 This has been a particularly harsh winter for 
those of us living north of the tropics.  We complain 
about frigid temperatures, heavy snow and ice damaging 
roofs and contributing to dangerous driving conditions, 
injuries from slipping on ice, road salt eating our cars 
and driveways, and those treacherous pot holes.  The 
Goulds report that they are suffering from the harsh envi-
ronment on a tropical island!!  “The damaging UV rays 
from the intense sun, the salty soil and air, and the vora-
cious wood-eating insects, keep us very busy repairing 
everything from buildings to machinery.”  So it seems 
our problems are just relative to where we live, i.e. the 
grass is always greener….  Or the sun is always brighter.   

 This is the dry season in Haiti, so everything is 
brown and dusty.  Without rain, the crops don’t grow and 
all the fruits and vegetables have to be shipped to the 
island by boat, causing prices to rise above what many 
people can afford.  Haitians call this the “hungry” time of 
year.  Our directors share that many people on the island 
don’t get enough in the best of times so this brings a lot 
more people to the WISH gate asking for help.  Through 
the generosity of many of you, they are able to help those 
most in need. 
 The WISH crews are also kept busy with water-
line repairs during the dry season.  It is not unusual for 
people to crack the line to get water for their gardens.  
The water pressure to the fountains also decreases as 
roots and debris clog the lines and valves while the de-
mand for water increases during the drought conditions.  
This is a critical problem for the crew at this time of 
year. 
 We are currently partnering with Ambassadors 
for Christ for Haiti (ACH) to ship supplies in two con-
tainers from Missouri. Five mission groups have joined 
together to ship food and supplies. WISH is using the 
opportunity to ship waterline pipe, bags for the ice plant, 
vehicle parts, tires, and numerous other construction and 
mission requests.  We ask you to pray that the contain-
ers arrive safely in Port-au-Prince and move swiftly 
and efficiently through the customs process. 
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  I took a six day trip in Jan-
uary to the island nation of Haiti 
and spent 99% of my time on the 
still smaller island of La Gonave. I 
was part of a three church part-
nership in St. Louis(Central Presby-
terian Church, First Free Church, 
and Quest) ,   hosted by 
W.I.S.H. Our purpose was to ex-
plore the possibility of restarting a 
Pastoral Training program that had 
stalled a few years ago.  As a re-
sult of our discovery process, we 
found that it is clearly both a needed and wanted endeavor. 
 Our intention is to enter into a three year pilot project, where each church will take one 
trip a piece each of those years.  We are chartered to establish a coordinated and somewhat 
comprehensive curriculum that will meet the theological needs of their pastors while encouraging 
their leadership abilities.  We aim to focus on not more than a couple of dozen men over those 
three years in order to get to know them better personally and encourage them to invest them-
selves in the lives of other leaders in a similar manner. 
 Haiti is a challenging place on many levels.  It is the poorest nation in the western hemi-
sphere and has been devastated by several natural disasters in recent years.  Though it is the 
second oldest democracy in the Americas it also has been rocked by several notoriously cor-
rupt governmental administrations in the last several decades.  It is a nation where a handful of 
'families' control 95% of the country's wealth.  The distance between that .1% of the people 
and rest of the country is stunning.  The island of La Gonave is populated by what has been 
called 'the forgotten of the forgotten', 'the poor of the poor', and 'the ignored of the ignored'. 
 By training and encouraging the spiritual leaders of the area, we hope and pray that we 
can help turn things in a better direction, both in the day-to-day lives of their people and in the 
issues of eternity. 

Pastoral Training Team Begins Curriculum Planning 
Reported by Kevin Hughes of Quest Church in St. Louis 

 Sixth grade students at Central Intermediate 
School in Port Huron, Michigan say, “Bonjou” to the 
students in Haiti.  The classes enjoyed connecting with 
Haitian culture through a presentation relating to 
their studies of the West Indies.  These perceptive stu-
dents noticed that the Haitian children seemed happy, 
with beautiful smiles, despite the extreme poverty. 
Lesson learned: Happiness doesn’t come from posses-
sions. The classes decided they would collect money to 
help the feeding program until the end of the school 
year. They are realizing the power of joining together 
to make a difference. 
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 As any-
one would be, I 
was a bit appre-
hensive about 
traveling to a 
Third World 
country. When I 
first heard in 
church that 
there was a mis-
sion trip to Hai-
ti coming up , I 
was drawn to 
go; God was 
telling me I 
must. I am so 
glad He did. It 

was one of the most rewarding experiences in my life. 
Dave and Leona Kolb walked me through everything, 
making the journey flawless, and were amazing in 

their dedication 
to the people of 
Haiti. The mis-
sionaries were 
all wonderful as 
well. They made 
me feel right at 
h o m e .  T h e 

Geiszler family truly have a gift. Their love for the 
local people radiated from them. They are truly a 
blessing to WISH. 
 What touched me the most, were the people 
of Haiti. The poverty and plight was almost over-
whelming, yet the people where happy, full of life, 
appreciative, and giving, having nothing, but willing to 
give the nothing they have, along with a hug to a com-
plete stranger. I met many wonderful Haitians over 
my stay, working with them, talking, playing with the 
children, hearing their stories. As I spent time 
amongst them, each day was magical. The children 
would play in the dirty streets, go to school, sell their 
goods in the market, work hard, and all with a smile, 
song, and a zest unknown to most Americans. They 
appreciate every wonder and gift that God has given 
us, and are thankful for every single one. I came to 
realize how extremely blessed we are, and as God 
leads us on our path, we should all, at some point, do a 
mission, volunteer, work a food drive, or just extend 
a hug where it is needed. I would like to thank every-
one that made my mission to Haiti possible, and I look 
forward to going again in the near future.    

Reflections of a First-timer  
By Mike Plouse ~ Chemung Christian Fellowship Church December 2013 

In the above photos: Mike Plouse enjoys time with some children at the Youth Center; Dave Kolb and Mike installed railing at the 
new library; and they completed work on a house sponsored by the Chemung church. Dave relates that, “it is a great feeling to 
know that you have made a difference in the life of a family.” 

Left: Dave Teson, Bruce Roquet, 
Frank Illingworth, Tom Dunn, Jim 
Forbes, and Dale Holzhausen gathered 
February 22 in St. Louis to load two 
containers, combining shipments for 
five organizations.  Center: Waterline 
pipe fits snuggly beside other supplies 
and food.  WISH president, Dale 
Holzhausen thanks Jackie and John 
Settle of Ambassadors for Christ for 
Haiti who orchestrated this shipment. 

CONTAINERS ARE IN TRANSIT TO HAITI 



4 

 For the sixth time, our team of four traveled to LaGonave, Haiti to the WISH Dental Clinic to of-
fer dental care to the islanders.  Each year we come with many prayers and great anticipation and, as on 
past trips, we were able to alleviate much pain and suffering in the week that we were there. 
We met many Haitians who were in desperate need of attention and were able to do many extractions and 
a few fillings.  The patients were always very grateful to be seen in the clinic.  There were many more pa-
tients than we could possibly treat and our hearts felt heavy as we had to turn patients away each day 
simply because there was not time to see them all.  We were, however, able to reassure them that other 
dentists would be coming in February and March.   
On one of our last mornings in the clinic an older woman in a wheelchair accompanied by her daughter 
showed up at the clinic.  The woman had been in the hospital, had a stroke, was blind in one eye and could-
n’t walk.  The doctor wanted her remaining nine teeth extracted since they were all infected with gum 
disease which was affecting her health and recovery.  Bill and our translator, Dede, were able to carry 
her to a dental chair very easily as she only weighed around 80 pounds.  We were able to relieve her 
source of infection by extracting her remaining teeth. Her daughter was very thankful and we believe 
that, even though she couldn’t express it, she was as well. 
The division of labor on our team was as follows:  Tom was our “Mr. Fixit” around the clinic and also built 
some drying trays for the Moringa gardens.  (To find out more about Moringa and how fabulous it is, go to 
www.haitiwish.org and click on “Read About the Benefits of Moringa In a Feeding Program” on the Home 
page.)  Claudia handled all the sterilization in the dental clinic, and Bill was Marilyn’s chair-side assistant, 
Creole speaker, crowd control specialist, and Marilyn did the dentistry.  We really appreciated the new 
clinic that was rebuilt in the summer of 2013 due to earthquake damage in 2010.  Up to that point, tem-
porary supports were used to hold the ceiling in place. It was a huge task to build something in Haiti in 
such a short time, but the result is a superb new facility that should serve the people of LaGonave for 
many years to come.  . 
Our hope and prayer is that our efforts   were seen by these needy Haitians as evidence of God’s grace. 
Tom, Claudia, Bill & Marilyn 

             
     A daughter waiting for her turn,           Claudia hard at work                  Jean Tiny & Tom with 
        while watching her mother                                                           new Moringa drying rack 
 

WISH Haiti Trip 2014:   
Tom & Claudia Larson and Bill & Marilyn Dahms 

WISH Scholarship recipient, Maire Elcie Pierre, continues to do well  
in her studies in medical school in the Dominican Republic.   


