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 Several work teams have traveled to LaGonave in the 

past few months.  There is nothing like that first experience 

that grabs you, deep in your heart, and you can’t wait for oth-

ers to share that experience as it draws you back again and 

again. Teams return with a common expression of receiving 

the love of Christ through the people they share it with and 

always a desire to do more. Enjoy the reflections and photos 

from these teams who shared their mission adventures. 

Pennsylvania 
  Dave and Lee Kolb lead a team of eight members of 

Rocky Ridge Church from Quakertown, PA in April.  The Kolb’s 

have brought several teams over the past four years and or-

ganized the fundraising and shipping for the WISH Kawasaki 

Mule vehicle.  This team focused on finishing Mme Evan’s 

house and getting her family moved into their new home on 

the Saline.  They also put a roof on another home for a grate-

ful family.  Emily Drosnock got to witness a baby’s birth in 

the hospital and hold a twin baby girl. Janeen wished they had 

brought more money so they could help more people.  Dave 

said the team’s spirits were high as they went home, knowing 

they had made a difference in a few families’ lives.   

Missouri 
 With a vision to develop a Teen Discipleship program 

directed by Haitians, twelve members of First  Free Church 

from St. Louis engaged teens in a seven-day Bible Camp in mid

-July.  Lead by Dan and Jamie Hartke, who are both experi-

enced team members, the group included veterans and first-

timers as they sought to identify local Haitians to direct a 

youth discipleship program. 

 Brandon Benefield, returning for his second year, 

reports that through the week, the group saw the teens 

opening up to them.  They wanted to know how they can know 

they are saved, how to pray, and how to follow God when no 

one else around them does. The team recognized a huge lack 

of Biblical knowledge but a desire to learn more.   

 Mallory Johnson shared that during the last two 

days of Bible club, they “got the girls together and talked 

with them about their value and worth and how much God 

loves them.  Some of the girls said they had never been 

told that.  I am so happy to have had that opportunity.” 

 Jean Bene and Fridy are local men who have a won-

derful connection with the teens and willingly stepped into 

leadership roles during the camp.  Brandon shares that both 

of these young men have had the opportunity to leave Haiti 

but have declined because they “saw their hometown as their 

mission field. They both are seeking God’s direction in their 

efforts to reach the youth for Christ.  I’m excited to see 

what God has in store for them.”   

 Mikaelah Stark has traveled “extensively to first and 

second world countries.  I am very happy to have been able to 

experience this instead of just reading about it. I discovered 

a new part of the world and it has changed me.”  Alexis 

Roam has resolved to “rely on God just as much at home as I 

do on a mission trip.”  Tim Corbett embraced the culture de-

spite the language barrier and suggests that if you are “a 

positive influence in the community, they will embrace you.” 

 With Beth and Barry Gould visiting their home in 

Canada, the Geiszler family hosted the summer teams, en-

couraging and energizing them through the extreme tropical 

heat conditions.  The St. Louis team thanks WISH for  allow-

ing them to “stand alongside you in an effort to show Christ’s 

love to the people of Haiti.” 

OHIO 
 Arriving close on the heels of the St. Louis team, 

WISH president, Dale Holzhausen, and Frank Illingworth, 

both of St. Louis, escorted a team of engineers from Ohio 

Northern University to complete field research for a solar 

energy project.  Read the full report by Dale Holzhausen. 

 The engineering students had all been out of the 

United States before, but were unprepared for the condi-

tions they saw in Haiti.  John Beaschler remarked that “You 

see real poverty in various media outlets, but you don’t truly 

understand it until you experience it for yourself.” He noted 

that, “it is important to remember that “your right way is 

not the only way.”  Stacy McClelland said “the level of pov-

erty in Haiti hit home hard, even after experiencing poverty 

in the Dominican Republic.” Bridget Davis would urge future 

teams to “make the most of your experience and see as much 

of the town as you can.”   

 Dr. Bill Sasser and his team from South Carolina were the first to work in the new 

dental clinic in August.  Watch for their pictures and report in the next newsletter. 

Making a Difference Through Team Work 



 

 

 

  

Honoring Loved Ones with a Lasting Tribute 

 Memorial contributions have been received in remembrance of Josephine Reynolds, mother-in-

law of Dr. Jack Heck who passed on August 1 at the age of 94.  

 Marlene “Marti” Miller Weir, preschool teacher and author who donated sales from her children’s 

book, I Know Where the Freighters Go, to the feeding program, died suddenly on May 15 at the age 

of 63.   

William “Bill” Hulshof was remembered by many friends at Central Presbyterian Church of St. Louis.   

WISH is also a benefactor of the estate of Antoinette Kieft from Grand Haven, Michigan. 

First Free Church Youth 

held a week of Bible Clubs 

in pursuit of Haitian  

leaders for a Youth  

Discipleship program.   



 

 

  WISH has teamed up with the 

engineering department at Ohio Northern Uni-

versity, “ONU”, in Ada, Ohio to work on a solar 

electrical project for LaGonave.  During the 

past school year and through the alumni asso-

ciation, Frank Illingworth, an ONU alumnus, was 

approached by ONU to discuss an international 

project.  The Northern Engineers Without 

Boundaries, “NEWB”, group was established at 

ONU for such projects. 

 Throughout the school year, with many 

conference calls, emails and a school visit, 

WISH and ONU were able to compile a compre-

hensive feasibility study on designing and sup-

plying a solar electrical field.  With WISH field 

data from our current system and additional 

alumni references, the student team assembled 

a presentation for WISH.  This was reviewed 

by the WISH board and the feedback com-

ments were positive. 

 WISH currently supplies the daily elec-

trical needs to the Wesleyan Hospital Complex, 

Missionary Homes, WISH Complex, Dental 

Clinic, Ice Plant, WISH Mall, Welding shop, 

Youth Center and the Police Station.  Replacing 

this will be a large project for WISH.  To 

achieve our goals, WISH will need to do this 

project in modular phases.  At present, a new 

larger Wesleyan Hospital is under construction.  

An independent solar power system is being 

planned for the needs of the new building.  In 

time, we hope to be able to have both systems 

operational.  It will take the work of both to 

support these expanding ministries.  WISH and 

the Wesleyans have worked together for many 

years on LaGonave serving the Haitian people.   

Your support has allowed us to provide this 

needed infrastructure. 

 We are currently trying to finish con-

struction on the library / conference center.  

We would like to be able to open the library 

with solar power, if possible.  The ONU team is 

looking at assisting WISH with the lighting re-

quirements for the library.  LED lighting is be-

ing suggested to be the most economical and 

brightest available. 

 In late July, the ONU team consisting 

of Brian Henderson – faculty advisor, Stacy 

McClelland – NEWB President and Civil Engi-

neer, Josh Bryan – Vice President & Project 

Manager and Civil Engineer, Bridget Davis and 

John Beaschler – both Electrical Engineers 

along with Frank Illingworth and Dale Holz-

hausen went to LaGonave. Equipment was 

packed for the trip and used on the island by 

the team for field research.  Site elevations 

and distances were taken for an area slated to 

locate the solar panel field. Soil tests and sam-

ples were taken.  Percolation tests were per-

formed on the ground in four (4) representa-

tive areas.   All existing electrical switchgear, 

transmission line sizes, distances, transformers 

as well as voltage drops were taken.  A special 

sun-gathering instrument was set up and data 

gathered to predict the useable and available 

sunlight. 

 This project will serve as the Senior 

Project for these four ONU students.  WISH 

has been very pleased to see the ongoing sup-

port that the staff and faculty of ONU have 

provided to this project.  All of this data will be 

assembled into a final presentation and pre-

sented to WISH and ONU. 

 Although all of the students had been 

out of country before, none of them had been 

to Haiti.  If you have ever been to LaGonave, 

you know what I mean.  Each of the team 

members felt a bond to the people and grew 

tighter as a team on this trip.  I commented 

once during the week that we came in as 

casual friends but have grown to become 

lifetime friends, supporters with a bond that 

grows deeper on a mission trip.  The people 

and the culture of Haiti have a way of get-

ting in your heart. 

 As we go forward, we are excited about 

where this opportunity leads us.  We hope that 

you will prayerfully support and if lead to, fi-

nancially support this project and WISH in the 

years ahead.  WISH is dedicated to making a 

life changing difference to the people of Haiti. 

Exciting News from WISH President Dale Holzhausen who 

Joined Ohio Northern University on LaGonave - July 26 – August 2, 2013 



 

 

 Ben Gieszler holds the ladder for Josh 

while Brian, John, Bridget and Stacy hold 

the pole to move electrical wires. 

Above: Stacy and Bridget found new friends 

on the saline. 

Left: Children were inquisitive and  

helpful as Stacy and Josh surveyed the area 

to become the solar field. 

ONU Team—Back row: Frank Illingworth, 

Rod Geiszler, John Beaschler, Brian Hen-

derson. Middle Row: Bridget Davis, Stacy 

McClelland, Josh Bryan, Dale Holzhausen, 

Ben Geiszler. Front Row: Michelle Geiszler, 

Joe Geiszler 

Forefront: Garin Geiszler 

It took more than 20 people to raise this con-

crete electrical pole. 
Preparing for 

Solar Power 


