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An Inter-denominational Mission Serving the People of LaGonave, Haiti since 1968 

 The WISH board of 
directors convened on March 
23 in St. Louis with field di-
rector, Barry Gould, attending.  
Special time was given to hon-
or board members, Bob Port 
and Herb Boelens.  Bob Port 
has served more than 20 years 
as president of the board and 
was given the distinction of 

President Emeritus.  Dale Holzhausen was elected to 
fill the president position with Bob Port continuing to 
lend support and stay involved. 
 In 1984, Bob made his first trip to LaGonave 
with Central Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, MO to 
help with well drilling.  Through that first connection, 
not only did Bob become deeply committed to the 
ministry of WISH, but he also became friends with 
WISH founder, Tony Wolf.  Bob’s dedication to the 
work that WISH does arises out of his strong belief 
that, “this is God’s mission”.  Bob’s love for God and 

(Continued on page 3) 

 Herb Boelens, from 
Grand Haven, Michigan has 
the distinction of being the 
longest serving member of 
the WISH Board.  Herb be-
gan his service with WISH in 
the mid1960’s just as Tony 
Wolf was forming West In-
dies Self Help.  Herb felt 
called to support the ministry 

with his board involvement.   For nearly three dec-
ades, Herb held the office of WISH treasurer and 
very capably  balanced the WISH accounts and 
mailed personal thank you notes to each donor.  
Herb’s wife, Doris Boelens, very graciously hosted 
directors and board members who needed a place 
to stay while in town for the meetings.  He also 
reserved the meeting place for the board at Second 
Reformed Church in Grand Haven while Doris 
provided the refreshments to sustain the board dur-

(Continued on page 3) 

Reporting Good News from Haiti!  

 We’re often asked, “Does anything really 
change in Haiti?  Have conditions improved?”.    
The answer is, “Absolutely!” This year, more than 
any other year, we saw significant improvements 
from the moment our plane landed at the airport in 
Port-au-Prince.  
News Flash! Port-au-Prince Airport is better than 
ever!  As we left the plane, we followed the jet-way 
to a functioning escalator, through an air-conditioned 
immigration checkpoint and claimed our luggage 
from the functioning carrousel at the baggage claim 

area.  Everything was working smoothly as our trust-
ed taxi driver escorted us to the MAF airport down 
the road.  It seemed that all the dysfunction and cha-
os we’d come to expect had been overcome. 
Headline News:  It Takes a Village to Change an 
Orphanage —As our MAF plane circled the airstrip 
on LaGonave we were in awe of a new complex of 
buildings, not far from the terminal.  Ten small 
homes with a larger common building which sup-
ported an array of solar panels were bordered by a 
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concrete wall.  What could  this be?   
 Rod and Barry greeted us with the WISH 
Mule vehicle to transport us to the mission house 
for a welcome meal.  With our curiosity piqued, 
Barry gave us a quick tour of the new village for the 
80 orphanage children.  A construction company 
called Extollo International from California was in 
charge of this building project.  Extollo’s mission is 
to teach Haitian contractors to build using proper 
techniques for safer construction.  For more infor-
mation about this project, visit 
www.extollointernational.org. 
  Paved Streets with Sidewalks Coming to 
Anse a Galets!  As we approached the village of 
Anse a Galets we were amazed at the extensive 
road work that was underway.  Our tour guides, 
Barry and Rod, explained that the drainage gullies, 
curbing and sidewalks were being done by the gov-
ernment in preparation for resurfacing several of the 
main village roads.  This project has required WISH 
to relocate at least three of the public fountains on 
our waterline.  We saw that some houses were miss-
ing their front wall or even half the home was gone 
to make room for a wider road.  Surely the govern-
ment would pay to repair or relocate the homeown-
ers!  Rod told us the homeowners received no com-
pensation but nobody was complaining because 
they were just happy to have this improvement for 
their village.  He told us that some people were 
even pitching in to help with no expectation of a 
wage.   
  New Hospital Nears Completion As we 
ate our first meal on the WISH porch, we had a 
clear view of the new Wesleyan Guest House which 
is part of the new Wesleyan Hospital project sched-
uled for completion later this year.  Beth was our 
tour guide  this time since she is an OR nurse when-
ever she is needed at the hospital.  This is a much-
needed facility to serve the medical needs of 
LaGonave. More than 1.2 million dollars was raised 
by a group in Scotland to make this happen.  All of 
the materials were purchased in Haiti and all of the 
labor was hired on LaGonave to support the local 
economy.  Parts of the old hospital building will be 
used for the laboratory and a nursing school. 
 

WISH Field Directors Make it All Work 
 The efficiency and management of the 
WISH mission center was just one more positive 
observation.  The management of the mission has 
become more complex as we’ve added new pro-
jects, changed staff, and incorporated new systems 
to monitor the success and security of each project.  
Beth and Barry and Rod and Michelle synchronized 
their schedules to accommodate each day’s chal-
lenges.   
 It was especially delightful to listen to Ben, 
Joe, and Garin Geiszler share the insights of their 
day at the dinner table.  The boys have truly be-
come integrated into Haitian society as they learn, 
first hand, about this very unique culture.  They are 
wonderful representatives of the Christian values 
we seek to instill. 
Breaking News!!!  
 WISH Dental Clinic Bites the Dust as New 
Building Rises from the Rubble 
 Our service in the WISH dental clinic this 
year was filled with reflections and anticipation.  
We knew it would be the very last time we would 
work in this clinic, so many memories from 1983 to 
2013.  We were the first team of volunteers to serve 
in the clinic, originally built by WISH for Tony 
Wolf’s friend, Dr. Russ McKenzie who stayed with 
Tony when he came from his home in Cap Haitien 
to  provide dental care to many of the school chil-
dren in the village.  Dr. Heck had a chance encoun-
ter on his return flight to Miami in 1982 when he 
sat across the isle from 
two men from Grand 
Haven who had just 
built that dental clinic 
on LaGonave.  Dr. 
Heck told them that he 
would work in that clin-
ic the following 
year….. and that was 
just the beginning of 
the next thirty years. 
 This year as we worked in the clinic, we 
could see the WISH crew disassembling parts of the 
building that would not interfere with our work. 
Barry was measuring for the cabinets and laying out 
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Clinic founder, Dr. Russ McKen-
zie enjoyed a visit from Dr. Jack 

Heck in the late 1980’s 
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his desire to see that God was at the core of this 
ministry has motivated him to go far beyond what 
most people could do. 
 When Tony Wolf became ill and could no 
longer carry on the work, Bob made regular trips 
to Haiti to be sure that the work of WISH contin-
ued in Tony’s absence, all while fulfilling his own 
roles as husband, father of 3 boys, and also run-
ning his small business. Bob never kept track of 
how many trips he has made to Haiti but the esti-
mate is close to 60 trips over the 28 years he has 
been part of WISH.  In keeping with the WISH 
philosophy, Bob paid for all those trips himself so 
that all the money given to WISH goes directly to 
the field. 
 Although Bob has experienced many ad-
ventures throughout his years with WISH, one in-
cident stands out from the rest.  As they were 
crossing the sea from the mainland to the island, 
the boat motors failed just as they were approach-
ing the island at nightfall.  This forced all the peo-
ple on the boat to spend the night in rough seas off 
the island coast.  Bob shares that for a time he was 
deeply afraid.  However, as he was looking up at 
the stars in the clear sky, he realized that his life 
was safely in God’s hands with whatever hap-
pened.  He states that when that realization came 
to him, it was as if all the fear just drained from his 
body, as if someone pulled a stopper that was 
holding all the fear.  He felt God’s complete peace 
the rest of the night and in the morning they were 
able to get the boat safely to shore. 
 In all the difficult situations that have aris-
en over the years for WISH, we have seen Bob 
face them with the words that “this is God’s mis-
sion”.  These words reflect his firm trust that God 
will provide the direction and solution to any chal-
lenge that WISH could face.  Our new board presi-
dent, Dale Holzhausen, and the entire board of  
directors appreciate Bob’s dedication and willing-
ness to continue to advise as he assumes the hon-
ored position of WISH President Emeritus. 

(Continued from page 1) 

ing those long sessions with Herb ordering the piz-
zas so we could proceed through lunch.  The Boe-
lens also arranged the annual pot luck dinners for 
the general membership which followed the day-
long meetings. These gatherings brought the mem-
bers closer to the work on LaGonave and estab-
lished a personal connection with our field direc-
tors.  
 One distinction of Herb’s long service to 
WISH is that he was the only board member who 
had never been to Haiti.  His ability to see the im-
portance of our mission and to support it in a hands-
on manner for all these years, reflects a truly out-
standing individual. 
 Herb has decided to leave the board at this 
time when he is not able to be as involved as he 
would like. A very fond memory for all board 
members is sharing dessert in the Boelens’ home on 
the evening before our meetings. It was always a 
sweet social time to share with this special couple. 
We continue to cherish our long friendship with 
Herb and Doris, although they will be especially 
missed on meeting days. 
 As we go through the transition of leaders 
and board members with significant experience, 
your prayers and support for the new leaders of 
WISH are greatly appreciated. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Credit card donations  
accepted online 

Former WISH director and board member, Dick Doan and cur-
rent director, Barry Gould, share stories at the board    meeting 

in St. Louis March 23. 

Sixth-Graders Respond to Need  
The sixth grade classes at Port Huron Central School collected coins and held 
bake sales to raise money for the WISH Feeding Program.  These young peo-
ple realize that everyone can do something and if we all do a little and join 
together, we can make a difference.  Central Cougars, we commend your 
spirit and the children of the saline are grateful for your help! 
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the interior plans. We made 
time to sort and pack instru-
ments and equipment for 
storage during the rebuild.  
It was a bittersweet farewell 
as we closed the door on 
our last day, sad but filled 
with  the anticipation of 
what would replace it and 
the new memories to be 
made. 
 Another work team 
from Oregon arrived  

March 23, just hours after we left, and removed everything from the old clinic that could be reused or recycled  
either for the new building or by anyone else. The following day the cement block structure was leveled!  And 
here we are at the end of May and already it is looking like a dental clinic again.  Rod, Barry and the crew are 
pushing to get this completed for the next dental team to arrive this fall. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Do You Speak English? By Michelle Gieszler 

 Two days a week I open the door at the 
youth center to about twenty teens and adults wish-
ing to learn and/or better their English skills.  To-
gether we learn new vocabulary, phrases and songs.  
Not only is their English improving, but so is my 
Kreyol.  We talk, study, question and laugh together.  
It is a place where friendships are being built and the 
love of Jesus is being shared.  I am very pleased to 
see the progress they are making.  It is my pleasure 
to serve the people in this way. 

Above,  Michelle practices phrases with 
her class in the WISH Youth Center.     

Michelle gives her time freely to help 
these young people learn or improve their 

English.  More job opportunities are 
available to those who can speak English.   
We applaud Michelle and her students for 

their efforts.   
Merci 

SUPPORT THE “GENERAL”  
 With so much positive news to report, there is one negative issue that effects our ability to sustain the general 
operations of the mission. i.e., the low balance in our General Fund.  We all know how great it feels to contribute to a 

“project” and see what our money has done, but the General Fund is the core of our ability to make those projects happen.  
Like the General who leads an army, the General Fund is at the forefront of everything we do.  

 We need your continued support and encouragement.  
 Consider holding your own fundraiser with your Sunday School,  service club, or friends to “support the General”. 


