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Haiti: A Smile, A Hug, A Home for Books, Current Events and Patients 
            Tom & Claudia Larson and Bill & Marilyn Dahms made their fourth trip to the WISH 
Mission in Haiti from January 23 to February 2.  What follows is a recap of some of the 
highlights and activities that we were involved in during our time 
at the Mission. 
            This 14 year-old girl came in with two large cavities be-
tween her front teeth.  We told her through our translator that 
if the decay went to the nerve, we would have to remove the 
teeth.  She and her mother took considerable time to decide 
whether to proceed.  In the end, we were able to fill the cavi-
ties and were treated to a wonderful smile.  Another nineteen 
year-old boy had three large cavities in his front teeth.  Simi-
larly, he took some time to decide to proceed.  We were also 
able to save those teeth and when he got out of the chair, he 
surprised Marilyn with a really big hug; he was delighted.   These 
were especially sweet moments during our 7 days in the clinic, 
Our first priority was to help the patients who were in the most 

pain. 
 
Claudia kept everything in 
the clinic in tip-top shape, 
keeping everything steri-
lized as fast as Marilyn and 
Bill made things dirty.  We 
found that the patients 
were very  appreciative for 
the treatment they re-
ceived.  Bill has picked up 
many Creole words and 
phrases and always made 
sure when the patient left 

to say, "Bondye Djebenis", which means "God bless you."  His 
Creole vocabulary ranges from "open your  mouth" to "bite 
down" to "wait, you are not quite finished."                                                            

(Continued on page 2) 

Credit Card donations can 
be made on the web site. 



Tom, who is also WISH treasurer, kept busy building a bookcase 
for the home-schooled missionary children and doing maintenance 

projects.  
        On two occasions, 
Bill was given "release  
time" from the dental 
clinic to teach a couple 
of Current Events clas-
ses to the home-
schoolers.   They heard 
that he teaches Current Events weekly with 
his home-schooled grandkids.  
   In the photo below, we are heading back to 
the airstrip in the back of a pick-up.  It has 

been upgraded since our first visit 5 years 
ago.  Now it has wooden benches, whereas be-
fore there were a few 2x6's strung across the 
bed of the truck.  The picture doesn't reveal 
the condition of the unpaved roads, which are 
worse than any pot-holed roads you've ever 
ridden on.   
       We ask that you keep the WISH Mission 

and the Haitian people they serve in your pray-
ers.                                                           Mar-

ilyn for Bill, Claudia & Tom  
Our thanks to Dr. Marilyn and her team for sharing their  

experience and the important contributions make by teams. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bikes Bring Special Fun for All 
 
     The Geiszler boys have enjoyed 
making more friends in the community 
as they ride their bikes along the flat 
surface of the saline.  Joe and Garin like 
to give children in the crowd rides, 
however, they share that the hardest part 
is making sure everyone gets a turn! 



 In school we made 
catapults for part of our 
study of simple machines.  
We worked on different de-
signs to make them better at 
shooting candy.  Barry 
helped Rebecca (another 
missionary child from Eng-
land) and me to design, 
build, and paint our cata-
pults.  It was my favorite 
subject for the week.  We 
tested them out after church 
one windy day and Rebecca 
won for distance and I won 
for height.  I can’t wait until 
the next simple machines 
project. 

Joseph Geiszler Shares Favorite School Project—Catapults make Learning Fun! 

Getting to the Root of the Problem 

 The mayor came to talk to Barry about a 
problem with the water fountain at the highest 
elevation where the area was not getting any wa-
ter from the fountain due to low pressure.  There 
had been very little volume of water in the reser-
voirs, which was attributed to the dry season and 
lots of water consumption from the fountains.  
When it was determined that the inflow to the 
reservoirs was down, the crew opened the cap-
tage, where the water is initially captured, to find 
that the pipe just below the captage was clogged 
with roots.  The crew installed a temporary line to 
bypass that section, allowing the reservoirs to 
recover with increased flow.  
 The morning they worked on the bypass 
line, the entire town was without water. Rod re-
ports that there was lots of activity in the riverbed 
where hundreds of people were coming to the 
source to get water, bathe, and do laundry. Rod 
related an encouraging experience with a man 
who came up and asked how many people were 
working.  He returned later with cold sodas, 

bread and bananas for all the workers.  It was 
especially gratifying for the crew to receive this 
appreciation for the work they were doing. 
 Rod said it was also touching to see the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Rod holds a ball of roots removed from 
 the intake line for the reservoirs. 



WISH workers respond to a young lady who was 
doing laundry and lost her shoes when the back-
hoe pushed dirt back into the hole that was dug.  A 
few of the WISH crew members went together and 
gave her money to buy new shoes. They said they 

wanted to do it because she was so nice about 
losing her shoes and didn’t make a big deal about 
it, just seemed very sad that they were lost.  
 Praise to the crew for demonstrating compassion 
and Christian values. 
  

(Continued from page 3) 

WISH Board Searches for Solutions  

 The annual WISH board meeting and member-
ship dinner was held in Grand Haven, Michigan April 
28th.  Board members gathered at 8:00am for their day-
long session of review and planning.  Field directors, 
Barry and Beth Gould were present to share their in-
sight on progress and challenges.  
       The board unanimously agreed that we must focus 

on building the general fund, the foundation of the mis-
sion operations.  Of course, most donors prefer to stipu-
late a particular project, but it is important to realize 
that part of every project also includes employee wag-
es, fuel, utilities, and maintenance of the equipment  to 
make it all possible. 
        WISH treasurer, Tom Larson, provided the pie 
chart below as a visual demonstration of how the mis-
sion expenses accrue.  It’s clearly apparent that fuel is 
our greatest expense, becoming even greater as fuel 
prices continue to rise, also affecting the cost of trans-
porting the fuel to the island. How can we plug this 
drain on mission resources?   
 Haiti is a country with an abundance of sun-
shine and it’s FREE!  So, the WISH board is develop-
ing a plan to convert as much of our electrical con-
sumption as possible to solar power.  The initial invest-
ment will require about $30,000 but that investment 
would soon be recovered with an estimated monthly 
savings of nearly $3,200 for diesel fuel from the gen-
eral fund.  PROBLEM SOLVED!  Not quite.  First, we 
need to acquire the initial funding, while still covering 
current operating expenses.  
 Please pray that resources will become availa-
ble for conversion to solar energy and that we will be 
able to grow the general fund to maintain operations.     

Expenses-2011

Feeding Program
5%

U.S. Expenses
2%

Maintainence
8%

Freight
5%

Employees-Haitian
22%

Travel
3%

Library
7%

Food-Teams & Staff
4%

Other
6%

Fuel
38%

Front Row: Herb Boelens. Dick Doan, Jane Howard, Arlyn Smits, Beth and Barry Gould, Bob Shelton 
Back Row:  Dale Holzhausen, Peter Fries, Bob Praechter, Fred Hoonhorst, Tom Larson, Jack Heck, Bruce Roquet 

Not present was Board President, Bob Port. 


