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 Anticipation grows as another container 
is currently being prepared in St. Louis for a 
projected shipment in March.  This container 
will be loaded with the tables, chairs, and shelv-
ing for the interior of the new library and re-
source center.  Additional construction materi-
als will include windows for the library and 
roofing and windows for the new dental clinic, 
wiring, insulation, and light fixtures.  
  Another very exciting item in the con-
tainer  is a Mule vehicle with trailer, a rugged 
work vehicle made by Kawasaki.  Dave Kolb, a 
fabricator from Pennsylvania, recognized the 
need for a second mission vehicle during his 

trip last year.  He set out to raise the $12,000 
needed to purchase the Mule, with donations 
channeled through the Chemung Christian Fel-
lowship Church.  It took about 7 months to 
reach the goal and purchase the Mule and trail-
er.  However, the Mule was in PA and the con-
tainer is in St. Louis, MO.  So, in January, Dave 
Kolb, Lynn Warner, and Greg Wheeler hit the 
highway and covered 1900 miles in 38 hours to 
deliver this precious cargo.   
 Dave will be making his 8th trip to Haiti 
on February 15, joined by his daughter-in-law 
and two other members of the Chemung Chris-
tian Fellowship Church.  WISH is so very grate-
ful to the many people who contributed to this 
project and to Dave Kolb for his pursuit to pro-
vide our WISH directors with valuable tools to 
meet the increasing demands.  

Annual Membership Meeting April 28 
Join us at the Grand Haven Community Center,  421 Columbus Ave.  at 6:00 PM for the annual pot 
luck and general membership meeting.  The Goulds will be there to brief us on island news.  Bring 
dish to pass and table service for an evening of fellowship in the spirit of mission service. 

L-R: Dave Kolb, Lynn Warner, and Greg Wheeler drove for 38 hours 
to deliver the Mule to St. Louis. 

Exciting Contents in Next Container 



 The Dr. Ric Bush Dental Team from the 
Boston area returned to the WISH dental clinic 
in November.  Dr. Ric was joined by his wife, Ju-
dy, hygienist, Alice Fuller and dental assistant, 
Kristen Zagami.  The team experienced no 
shortage of patients to fill their working hours.  
As usual, most patients needed extractions, 
however, they were able to provide some pre-
ventive fluoride treatments to about five hun-
dred school children. 
 This was Kristen’s first trip to Haiti.  For 
anyone who has been there, you can share her 
reflection. “Our stay was an uplifting experience 
and I will always remember the dedication and 
faith of the missionary staff as well as the ap-
preciation of the many patients who benefited 
from our efforts.  This mission exemplifies reli-
gious faith conveyed through deeds to improve 
the physical and spiritual lives of the Haitian 
people.” 
 Dr. Greg Doroski from New York was the 
first dental team of the year, opening the clinic 
for ten days beginning January 7.  Dr. Greg 
works with the Service Christian organization 
and enjoys using the WISH dental facility each 
year. 
 Following closely behind Dr. Greg is the  
dental team from Ann Arbor, MI who arrived 
January 24 for another ten days.  Dr. Marilyn 
Dahms was assisted by her husband, Bill and 

Kristen Zagami prepares  

dental instruments for Dr. Ric Bush  

 It’s not easy serving the Lord as a 
missionary in a far-off land.  We keep them 
in our prayers, but we don’t really know 
their personal anguish. Barry Gould recently 
sent the following insight. 
   This is a true story that we would 
like  to share with all of you who are part 
of doing God’s work on LaGonave Island 
in  Haiti with us. 
 Living in Haiti isn’t easy some days 
and being a missionary doesn’t always feel 
rewarding.  The work of maintaining the 
compassion ministries of WISH that help 
the people here, such as clean water, power 
to the hospital, maintaining the dental clin-
ic, etc, is hard work. These things definite-
ly help to alleviate the suffering of the 
people, but sometimes it’s hard to feel God 
in the busyness of it all. 

(Continued on page 3) 

A Very Special Hug 

Dr. Marilyn and Bill Dahms at work in the dental clinic. 

Claudia Larson.  Tom Larson, WISH treasurer, 
found plenty of maintenance projects to keep 
him busy.  We look forward to their full report 
and pictures for the next newsletter.  

The Dentist is Here 



I am grateful and blessed to share Beth’s story with you. This happened to Beth 
recently and the following is what she wrote afterwards. 
  
 “God gave me a hug today!  A real physical hug, with arms and every-
thing.  Let me tell you how this happened.  I was feeling a little sorry for myself, 
what with missing family and all.  So I’ve been praying. God, am I really where I’m 
supposed to be?   Are you with me?  Does what I’m doing here really matter? 
    Well, early this afternoon I was walking on the road near our home.  It is the 
dry season here, so it is very dusty. When walking on the dirt road, it is often a 
struggle to keep dust out of your eyes, nose and mouth.   So I was walking with 
the collar of my shirt up over my mouth and nose, trying not to breathe in dust, 
eyes squinted, so not really paying attention to passersby.  But I did see a group 
of children coming towards me, obviously just out of school.  I could tell this by 
their mandatory uniforms.  There were a couple of older girls, age 12 or so, and 
they had a few younger children in tow. The older gals were probably sent by ma-
mas to accompany the younger ones home.  The  little ones looked to be 4-5 years 
old. What caught my eye was one small boy struggling to pull away from the older 
girl who had him firmly by the hand. Eventually, after a lot of tugging, he broke 
free.  What happened next is the really amazing part.  He ran the  distance be-
tween them and me and wrapped his little arms around me. ( I’m thinking- what’s 
this all about?) Now, he only came up to my thighs.  His little arms didn’t even go 
all the way around my legs.  But he turned his  head sideways, laid it firmly against 
my legs, squeezed his arms, and gave me a long, loving, and soul-moving hug. You 
know the kind of hug I mean, the kind that touches deep somewhere inside and 

means something. Still surprised 
however, I wasn’t sure quite what 
to do.  I couldn’t move, so I 
reached down, patted his back 
and said hello.  He didn’t say any-
thing back.  He just kept on hug-
ging, firmly, like he was on some 
kind of mission. So I stood there 
in the dusty road, feeling, I didn’t 
know what—but something, and 
waited.  Eventually, after what 
seemed a long time, he let go, and 
happily ran back to his companions 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) Boys dressed in typical school uniforms 



Hello to all of our WISH supporters and workers, 
 I hope 2012 is a great year for all of you.  WISH has an 
exciting year in front of us, with two missionary families in 
Haiti serving the Lord by working for WISH.  We have many 
opportunities to glorify the Lord each day as we go about the dai-
ly tasks on LaGonave Island, Haiti 
 Presently, we are collecting things needed in Haiti to pack 

a 40-foot shipping container. Some of these items are for the completion of the 
library.  We have received a significant donation to rebuild the Dental Clinic 
which was damaged in the earthquake two years ago. The cracks caused by the 
quake have grown wider as time passes.  I mention these two projects, the Li-
brary and Dental Clinic, as examples of projects paid for with designated 
funds. We could do neither of these projects without these special funds.  How-
ever, designated funds must be used only as designated. 
 BUT we also have essential day-to-day projects that need funding as well. 
WISH needs to significantly increase the giving to its general fund. I know it 
is not very exciting to give to a general fund, but it is the source that sustains 
the mission.  

General Fund expenses include such items as; pipe to repair the waterline, 
fuel for the tractors, trucks, boat, and backhoe, tires, tubes, wheels and springs 

(Continued on page 5) 

without a word. I noticed a puzzled expression on the face of the older girl wait-
ing for him,  as though to say, now why would he do that?  I was wondering the 
same thing.  And then it came to me, as clearly as could be, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, that God had just hugged me.  Through this little boy’s hug he had just 
told me….,”Yes Beth…..I see you.  I love you.  I’m here with you. You are 
where you are supposed to be.  And what you’re doing does matter to me and 
to these people.”   
       Isn’t our God amazing?  He can and will provide what we need anywhere, any-
time and in any way He chooses.  Even in the form of a quirky hug from an anony-
mous little Haitian school boy. It makes me wonder how many times  we might miss 
the unusual ways that God reaches out to us?  I pray that you will see the answers 
to whatever you’re praying for today as clearly as Beth did.  And I hope that you 
get from this story as well that God is happy with what you are doing here in Haiti 
in His name. Thank you all for your support of this ministry. 
                                                  Barry and Beth Gould 

Letter from the President of WISH Board of Directors 



to keep the WISH vehicles running, trips to Port-au-Prince for supplies,  electri-
cal wiring, UV water purification systems and filters, repairs to missionary 
houses, guest housing, and WISH buildings, salaries for workers, and travel 
to and from the U.S. for missionaries when necessary. (Our missionaries raise 
most of their own support funds)  The General Fund also supplements the cost 
of fuel for the generators supplying electricity to the ice plant, hospital, weld-
ing shop, WISH mall, and mission facilities. 

 Fuel prices have jumped $1.20 per gal and this expense is difficult to 
pass on locally, however sale of ice and purified water cover the largest portion 
of the fuel costs. Currently, the cost to generate one Kilowatt of electricity is 
thirty-nine cents.  Factored into that cost is the expense of transporting that 
fuel to the island as well as estimating for “the Haitian factor”, which involves 
the unpredictable, inaccurate measurement of the fuel at the pump where it is 
purchased.   

Faced with rising costs and decreased funds, WISH is implementing 
and researching methods of reducing the monthly operating expenses.  Recent-
ly, a battery inverter system was installed in the mission houses so the gener-
ator can be shut down each night.  With plenty of sunshine in Haiti, we feel 
the next option is converting to solar power.   If we could install solar lighting 
in the library, not connecting it to our generators, we would save about 
$115.00 per month by converting just this one building. Ideally, we would like 
to move the Dental Clinic, Library and the WISH compound to solar lighting. 
We have some contributions already donated toward a solar system but we 
need about $25,000 to purchase solar plates, batteries, inverters, chargers and 
freight to get them to Haiti.  Although a sizable initial investment, we could 
expect the system to return that investment in a relatively short period of time. 

As you can see, we have many opportunities for you to be an active mem-
ber of the WISH family. Please pray and seek God’s guidance as to how you 
can best help WISH. 
     Yours in Christ, 
     Robert P. Port 
 

Keep track of  us on haitiwish.org 
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